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LEE R XXII. 
Lieut. Ch. T—r to E. T. 


New Vork, Auguſt 12, ROY 
We muſt appear to the world and 
our friends as reſtleſs as two birds of 
paſſage, by continually traverſing from 
clime to clime; but it is as impoſſible 


1 By a miſtake in the preſs, this letter was 
omitted in the firſt edition. 
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(LE 
for me to deſiſt writing to enquire after 
your welfare, as that your humanity 
would prevent your doing a good deed, 
when miſery pointed you an object. I 
am told that the natives of this ſylvan 
world have honoured us with the names 
of Nisus and EuryaTus, for our 
peculiar attachment to each other :— 
which is very . unlike the reſt of our | 


brothers of the fea; we being ſtrictly 


united by friendſhip ; they, by the uni- 
forms they wear. It is ſurpriſing what a 
haughtineſs of behaviour ariſes from this 
diſtinction of rank by dreſs z even too on 


ſhore, where all military authority ceaſes: 


but admirals and their very cooks (it is 
obſerved with ridicule by other corps) 


* Two friends celebrated by Virgil for their 
friendſhip and attachment to each other. 


always 


8 

always in different herds keep together. 
I cannot conceive how this abſurd 
cuſtom is maintained; for I never knew 
an officer but declared before his pre- 
ferment, that he would endeavour to 
aboliſh it; yet when prefer'd, as minute- 
ly launched into the fame error as thoſe 
who had gone before him. We find 
the army in this reſpe& as infinitely 
ſuperior to the navy as ſociety to ſolitude : 
—and in the military ſchool, the man is 
careſs'd and admir'd by his ſuperiors, 
according to his manners and abilities : 
it is only attended with the inconvenience 
of making the enſign's expences as high 
as the colonel, without having pay ade- 
quate to it: but it renders their lives at 
once as different as freedom and vaſſa- 
lage. But ſtill to continue this abſurdity, 
A 4 the 
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the navy is divided into four claſſes, and 
each claſs is diſtinguiſhed by a badge or 


livery; and, according to the colour of 
their plumage, like birds of a feather 


flock together. This narrowneſs of be- 


haviour ariſes from a want of education 
and knowledge of the world; for is it 


poſſible that a man of ſenſe and feeling, 


can eſteem and court a villain for his 
rank; or deſpiſe a man of merit and 
knowledge for the mode and colour of 
his coat? This abſurd pride is too often 
ſubſtituted in the navy by men of weak 
parts and ſmall education, and you will 
find it made uſe of in many ſituations of 
the ſea ſervice to ſupport their dignity, 


and conceal an invincible ignorance, All 


officers upon real ſervice muſt be very 


little acquainted with the nature of their 


employ, 


Ci $ 
employ, that do not behave with proper 
reſpect to their ſuperiors A diſreſpect of 
behaviour upon duty can only ariſe trom 
ill manners; and ill manners mult ſpring 
from the breaſt of a low illiterate man- 
A >gentleman of education and com- 
plaiſance, can never abuſe the eaſe and 
complacency of his officer; 1 ſhould | 
rather think it would be the happy means 
of making a perſon emulous to pleaſe, 
than ſtudious or deſirous to offend. 
Commands in ſervice may be ſtrictly 
given, and obeyed with pleaſure; but 
tyranny and oppreſſion become no En- 
gliſhman ; and wherever they are im- 
bibed, it muſt render the poſſc for deſpi- 
cable. It is an obſervation of mine, and 
I tear may hold to a proverb of truth, 
that tyrants are generally ignorant rank 
cowards: 


CET 


cowards :—for that man muſt have a 
very wretched opinion of himſelf that 
wiſhes to be dreaded. You will begin 
to think me warm I am. For it is 
a ſubject that deſerves the contempt of 

every Briton z—and ſo rank a weed, 
that whatever breaſt it is unhappily 
planted in, it ſhould be his daily labour 
to eradicate and deſtroy it, before it runs 


to ſeed, 


If the virtues of my mind 


were no more recommendation to me 
than the ornaments of my body,—l 
would beſtow my badge upon one, who 
wanted an outſide to give him weight 
and credit. I am ſorry to hear our go- 
vernor did not behave with civility to 
you.—TI think the leaſt he would have 
done, was, to have given you a draught 
of ſmall beer for bringing him one hun- 


dred 


7 3 

dred and thirty thouſand pounds :—the 
ladies don't appear a little hurt upon the 
occaſion, and therefore to make you in 
ſome reſpects a ſmall amends—deſire me 
to invite you to-morrow evening to the 
aſſembly—where you will find ſome 
American beauties equal to our very 
witches of Lancaſhire.— I have prepared 
you a Goddeſs but as you are juſt 
arrived from the ocean, I caution you 
to be very modeſt—leaſt ſhe may have? 
the charms and power of Diana, and you C 
the fate of A#z0n: but, a fate never 
wiſh'd you, married or unmarried by 

Your ſincere friend, 


"SH 


LER 
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To H. M. Eſq. 


New York, Auguſt 15, 1756. 


123 was ſo much ſurpriſed, as in 
finding this part of the world ſuperior to 
England: — the air is ferene and the land 
fertile: peaches, nectarines, apples, and 
all other fruits peculiar to the ſoil of 
Europe, grow wild in the woods, and 
only feed the particular beaſts which in- 
habit them: I cannot ſay the taſte is 
quite ſo exquiſite and delicious, which 
I ſuppoſe may be owing to the want 
of grafting and tranſplanting, — but the 
appearance looks ſo much like the golden 


age, 


LF 
age, and the firſt ſtate of nature, that! 


could almoſt determine to ſpend the re- 
mainder of my life here. The river 


leading to the city of New Z ork, flows a 


conſiderable way into the country, but 
has a bar at the mouth, which prevents 


the entrance of very large ſhips: — the 


lands are cultivated as far as the eye can 
range from the banks, and the cottages 
inhabited with a variety of people from 


Germany, Holland, &c. New York * 


is an iſland, ſituated about 30 miles up 
Hudſon's river, bounded by Long Iſland 

on the eaſt, and Staten Hand on the 
ſoutb. The nobleneſs of the town 
ſurpriſed me more than the fertile ap- 
pearance of the country: I had no idea' 


In the latitude of 40? 4c* North, and Ion. 
zinde oe” 59 Weſt from the meridian of London. 


of 
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of finding a place in America conſiſting - 
of near 2000 houſes, elegantly built of 
brick, raifed on an eminence, and the 
KIN 3 ſtreets paved and ſpacious; furniſned 
with commodious keys and warehouſes, 
and employing ſome hundreds of veſ- 
fels in its foreign trade and fiſheries ;— 
but ſuch is this city, that a very few 
in England can rival it in ſhow, gen- 
tility and hoſpitality. It is a royal go- 
vernment, and the officers appointed 
by the crown. There are very few In- 
dians on this iſland, being all either 
cut off by inteſtine wars or diſeaſes.: — 
the laborious people, in general, are 
Guinea negroes, who lie under particu- 
Ft Aar reſtraints, from the attempts. they 
[i have made, to maſſacre the inhabitants 
for their LI ER Ty, which is even de- 
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fired by thoſe (you find) who never 
knew the enjoyment of it. I cannot 
quit this colony, without taking notice 
of a very particular cataract, which forms 
a prodigious arch, and (according to 
| the eye) may fall about 150 feet; 
but what is more extraordinary, the 
miſt, which is occaſioned by the fall, 
on a ſunny day, forms a moſt delight- 
ful rainbow, and may be ſeen twelve 
miles off, There are romantic ſtories 
told of this cataract, but I am reſolved 
to relate no more than I have ſeen. 
The Iroquois often appear here on buſi- 
neſs, and their appearance is more ſac 
vage than I can deſeribe.— I cannot 
help telling you the ceremony of bu- 
rying their dead: — all the relations paint 
their faces black, and twice a day make 
a moſt 


n 
a moſt wretched lamentation over the 
grave; the time of the mourning con- 
ſiſts with the continuation of the black 
face, which is never waſhed, out of re- 
ſpect to the dead. The corpſe is placed 
upright on a ſeat, — and his gun, bows, 
arrows and money buried with him, 
to furniſh him with ſhooting imple- 
ments in the next world, where they 
believe is more game than in America, 
—and that the delightful country lies a 
long way weſtward. —T hey have prieſts 


among them, called Pawaws, who, if | 


it is poſſible, make theſe wretches 
more ignorant than nature meant them 
to be. My ſtay, tho' very ſhort here, 
Has been attended with a moſt diſa- 
greeable circumſtance. When about 
three leagues from -the ſhip, the boat's 


Crew 
2 


crew (conſiſting of ten men) roſe on 


me, bound me hand and foot, .and ryn 
the boat on ſhore, where I might have 
periſhed, had not two returned and un- 
bound me, . which two I brought to the 
ſhip again. They confeſs'd they had at- 
tempted to throw me over- board (which 


1 never perceived) but ſomething al- 


ways prevented: had they perpetrated 
their villainy, I ſhould have died by 
the mouths of ſome thouſands of ſharks, 
—as I was at that time fiſhing on a 
bank, where nothing could be more 


numerous. This is ſo ſtriking an act 


of the hand of. Providence, that had it 
happened to an atheiſtical perſon, it 
might have been the happy means of 
converting him. From hence we are 
bound to the Weſt Indies, which is a 

Vo“. II. B ſecret 
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| ſecret which. never tranſpired till the 
day of our departure. I am a little 
chagrined at the circumſtance, not be- 
ing Provided for ſo long a voyage. 


1 am, &c, 


5. S. We have now 189 ae " 


in fluxes, ſcurvies and fevers. 


W 
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| Antigua, September 22, ent 
W E are happily arrived here, after 


a very tempeſtuous paſſage, -meeting 


in the latitude of 26 North, with a 
violent ſtorm, which continued 48 
hours,—in which we ſprung our maſts, 


and a leak, which had nearly TI 


us all :—the few people who were well, 


being quite fatigued with ſtanding at the 
pumps, declared (when the ſhip had five 


feet water in her hold) they would ra- 


ther ſink than pump any longer: upon 


which Mr. Corniſh ſhowed a moſt gal- 
=: land 


(16 ) 
lant ſpirit, and ſwore he would put the 
firſt man to death- that refuſed : this 
happy menace cleared the ſhip, the 
ſtorm ſubſided, and we repaired all da- 
mages. In paſſing the tropick of Can- 
cer, we obſerved the old ſea cuſtom of 
ducking thoſe who had never been a- 
croſs that latitude :—the ſame is ob- 
ferved on the equinoctial; —but from 
when this watery ceremony aroſe, } am 
at a Joſs to determine; it has certainly 
been practiſed ever ſince we have any 
account of ſhips making ſouthern voy- 
ages, and might as well ariſe from the 
fabulous poetical ſtory told by Ovip of 
Daedalus and Icarus, as from any other: 
the youth being drowned in this paral- 
kl of latitude, in making his eſcape 
with his father, open * wrath of Mi- 


2 a of Nos, 


1 
nos, in a ſhip prepared by Paſipbae; 
which having only oars, the ingenious 
Dedalus invented fails, - nam ponit in 
ordine pennas; the uſe of which (Pau- 
ſanias tells us) was not then known in 
Greece, and Ovi D's fancy converted 
them into wings: ſo in compliment to 
the firſt inventor of ſails, or canvaſs 
wings, this cuſtom of ducking is pre- 
ſerved, —and fo rough a one, that no 
man can forget it that undergoes it. 
The illand of Antigua * is of a cir- 
cular form, about 62 miles in circum- 
e ference, very mountainous, and parti- 
f cularly diſtinguiſned by two lofty 
: hills. Upon the top of the moſt con- 
ſiderable one (which is called Monk's 


One of the Carribbee iſles in the latitude 17% 
30 North, longitude 600 35 " Welt of London. 
B 3 Wy hill) 


( 8 } 

hill) is a battery of 33 guns, which is 
the laſt retreat the inhabitants can 
make when defeated. Having no fprings 
on this hill, they have erected tanks, or 
reſervoirs, for rain water, which con- 
tain upwards of 2448 tons. The inha- 
bitants are about 10,000 whites, and 
15,000 blacks. Saint Fobn is the prin- 
ecipal town, containing upwards of 500 
houſes, built of wood, and very low, 
on account of the violent hurricanes :— 
the ſtreets are wide, but not paved; 
and proviſions of all kinds exceſſively: 
dear, 18s. being a common price for 
a turkey, which are brought, and al- 
moſt every thing elſe, in the lumber 
veſſels from America. In a dry ſeaſon 
water is often dearer than claret ;—for 
upon this iſle there is but one ſpring, 

| which 


E 
which is medicinal, and alternately hot 
and cold, twice every 24 hours. All 
—the good living is amongſt the planters 
in the country, where, if you are a 
Scotſman, you may be well entertained. 
The planter ſtruts a petty king amidft 
his ſlaves, and has his black ſeraglio: 
—in general, they are haughty, igno- 
rant, and cruel, which ariſes from that | 
deſpotick government over their poor 
ſlaves, who are whipped, and drove by 
the laſh, like cattle.” The greateſt part 
of the eſtates on the iſland are con- 
ducted by overſeers, the moſt of which 
are Scotſmen; who perhaps have been 


tranſported to Virginia, and from thence 
| eſcaped to rule here. Theſe iſlands are 
certainly the happieſt azylums. for ſugi- 
tives and convicts, and at once anſwer 
B 4 the 


TWIT: 
che purpoſe of exile and utility; for theſe, 
rotten members: of ſociety, in time wear 
out the ſtains of baniſhment and diſ- 
grace, amaſs plentiful fortunes, and 
leave prodigal heirs to ſquander them 
away. Here England ſaves herſelf a 
great expence, and ſurpaſſes the peo- 
ple of -Athens, who built cities and 
places for thoſe who had done things, 
that rendered them obnoxious to the 
laws. Cadmus had his at Thebes; and 
Romulus erected one upon mount Capi- 
tolinus; but theſe were all maintained 
at the expence of the :ſtate.; whereas, 
England finds great riches ariſing from 
ſubjects ſne had abſolutely thrown off 
and renounced. Theſe light gentle- 
men treat us, who are come to defend 
their iſland, by the genteel appellation 
OS, 1 - of 


0 21 ) ; 


of alien and foreigner; and have good 
manners enough to give public affronts 
to every officer under Mr. Franklapd; 
but ſtill are ſo happy in their good 
manners, as never to meet thoſe, who 
have ſpirit to meet them. 


I am, &c. 


P. . Duels are very N fought 


here, out of POE ſhot, 


'L'E T- 
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I'VE L. Eſq; 


_ Engliſh Harbour, in the iſland of 


Antigua, October 21, 28985 
W ITH the ſtricteſt truth, 1 may, 


call this one of the moſt infernal places 
on the face of the globe, tho' a com- 
modious harbour in this part of the 
world, for refitting of ſhipping : it is 
ſurrounded with high hills, which ob- 
ſtruct the air, and renders it uncom- 
monly unwholſome. I have been long 
declining with the white flux, and for 
recovery, ſtuffed into a ſmall room with 


26 people but now in better health; 
I offi- 


( 23 ) 

I oficiate/as chaplain, and bury eight 
men in a morning. Fluxes and fevers 
are the reigning diſtempers, and both 
attribute to the water drank by the 
ſeamen,—which is taken our of tanks 
or ciſterns, built by admiral Knowles; 
—it is all rain water, and covered cloſe 
up, which, for want of air, breeds poi- 


ſonous animalcula, and becomes fout 


and putrid.— The melancholy effects 
it produces, might be in a great man- 


ner prevented, by boiling the water be- 


fore it is iſſued, or ordering the people 
to do it this would deſtroy theſe ver- 
mine, and correct the putrefaction. I 
am convinced, from long obſervation, 
that moſt of the diſtempers in ſouthern 


climates ariſe from the water drank, — 


as ſhip ſickneſſes do from the bilge 
| | | water, 


( 24 ) | 
water, which is evidently proved in 
IF ſhips being always healthful ;— 
1 therefore recommend to all officers, 
- and mercantile, to let in ſalt wa- 
ter every day, and boil their freſh, for 
the good of themſelves and cargos. 
We have a general viſit every Sun- 
den from the negros of the different 
Parts of the iſland, who hold, in all 
other places as well as here, their mar- 
kets on the ſabbath, being the only 
day of relaxation they are indulged 
with by the tyrants they are flaves to: 
the diſagreeable ſmell of their bodies 
is ſo great, that I have ſmelt, when the 
| wind ſet from that quarter, a negro 
market a mile or more. But bad ſmells 
don't hurt the failor's appetite, each 
man poſſeſſing a temporary lady, whoſe 

1 pride 


( 25 } 
pride is her conſtancy to the man ſhe 
chooſes, and in this particular they are 
ſtrictly ſo. I have known 350 women ſup 
and ſleep on board on a Sunday evening, 
and return at day break to their differ- 
ent plantations. I don't know what to 
compare this charcoal ſeraglio to: in 

numbers we beat the Turk; — in con- 
ſtantcy the world ;—but, in beauty, we 
ſubmit to the fair Circaſſians. Theſe 
poor ſlaves bring with them fruit, 'Ve- 
getables and milk, which they ex- 
change for bread and beef. The plan- 
ters generally allow them a ſmall bar- 
ren ſpot of ground, which as ſoon as 
they have well tilled, they take to 
themſelves, and give them another: 
they live in wretched thatched hovels, 

and after their daily labour, ſleep on a 
: board : 


cw 


( 26 ) 


S. + 


board: their fires are in the middle of 
their huts, which have no chimneys, 


the ſmoak creating warmth, and alfo 
keeps out the muſquitos : —tkeir dreſs, 


in general, is no more than a cloath 
round the middle, —unleſs the miſtreſſes 


of great Dons, who wear ſilks and 
calicoes. There is a moſt wretched 
epidemical diſtemper amongſt theſe un- 
unhappy mortals, (called the Laws) 
which when it appears on a ſlave, he is 


immediately drove from che ſociety of 


the reſt: his victuals are left in a par- 
ticular place, not being allowed any 


communication with the other ne- 


gros: thus wandering for months a- 


bout the fields, and dying by degrees, 


they become at laſt a prey to the birds 
of the air. I am ſorry I cannot ſay any 
| thing 


17 


„ 
thing pleaſant of this place, but to- 
morrow we fail for Barbadoes, from 
whence, I hope, I may entertain you 
with more pleaſing accounts. 

FW 


N 
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Barbadoes , December 5, 1756. 
| _ 8 iſland looks more like a chriſ- 


(tian country, than any of the Carrib- 
j ; bees: every ſpot of it is cultivated, 
j and cleared of wood: it is about 30 
ll miles long, and 16 Weg roy the 
|| _ eaſtward, it is defended by rocks, and 


the ſouth-weſt point forms a large bay 
for ſhipping, in which the chief place 
it is erected, (called Bridge-Town.) The 
F town is very extenſive and well built, 


wu Situated in the Atlantick ocean, in the la- 
titude 12% 8 North, longitude 58˙ 45 Weſt. 
and 


* 
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| 
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and "the merchant's houſes elegant. | 
Every thing is dear but flying fiſh, 4 
(which are called Barbadoe's Pigeon - 
all other proviſions are brought from | 
New England, unleſs what the plan- 
ters raiſe for their own uſe. The in- 
habirants are more eaſy, hoſpitable and 
kind, than on the other iſlands ;—but 
yet have that volatile ſpirit ſo peculiar 
to the Creole. The cruel tyranny ex- | 
erciſed over the ſlaves, is ſhocking to 
humanity :— a moſt horrid inſtance of 
which, was acted here the other day by 
a miſtreſs to her female ſlave: the girl 
had committed ſome trivial domeſtick 
error; upon which, ſhe commanded 
four of her ſervants to hold her down 
to the ground, while ſhe abſolutely ex- 
ulted in ſmiles, and dropped hot ſealing 
Vol. II. C Wax 
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till the poor creature expired in the 


ladies, you would not be ſurpriſed at 


ET WW 5 


wax on the different parts of her back, 


moſt excruciating tortures. -Was you 
accuſtomed to live with the planter's 


any cruelty, for they are taught in their 
very infancy, to flog with a whip the 
ſlave that offends them. The negros, in 
general, come from the coaſt of Guinea, 
which makes their manners and ſuper- 
ſtitions alike, —altho I never knew 
they had the leaſt idea of any worſhip 
till I was acquainted by Doctor Hill of 
this place, who told me he had many 
African negros brought him in the 
hypochondriac ſtate, which neither me- 
dicine nor advice could palliate, and 
that he had no other recourſe in ſuch 
| caſes, but in ſending for a negro prieſt, 
who 


having 
demath tricks, that he had extracted 


(3) 
who would perſuade the patient, after 
exerciſed a number of leger- 


toads, ſerpents and birds from his bo- 


dy, — which being concealed about him, 


he produces them at pleaſure ;—after 
ſuch an operation, you'll ſee the ſuper- 
ſtitious wretch revive, and in a few g 
days, return in ſpirits to his labour. 
They very often, in their thefts, meet 
with a ftring of rags hung out to 


frighten the birds from freſh-ſown ſeed; 


—this they call their god Obia, who, 
they believe, has detected them,—-and 
is very often a means of their confeſ- 
ſing the crime they have committed, or 
becoming ſplenetic; imagining that all 
their food is poiſon, which operates ſo 
ſtrongly on their weak minds, as even 

| . to 


n) 


to kill them in a few months. In all 
climates, and in all ages, ignorance 


and ſuperſtition have gone hand in 
hand, and wherever they have predo- 
minantly prevailed, they have effectu- 
ally ruined the people. The Try-all 


ſloop, having juſt engaged a ſhip, 
bound to Martinico, (in which action 
the Frenchman blew up) calls us in a 
great hurry to ſea, where we hope to 
meet with a fleet long expected. 


I am, &c. 


— 
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To H. M. Eſq; 


John's, Antigus, 
"Vion 16, 1757. 


W E are # jan returned from a long 
diſagreeable cruiſe, without preferment, 
honour or emolument. The infrequency 


of French ſhips- in theſe weſtern ſeas, 
muſt certainly be owing to your cir- 
cumſpection at home; for nothing can 
exceed our foreign vigilance, but your 


domeſtick attention. About ſix weeks 
C 3 ago, 


- boa. —— 
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ago, we left the iſland of Dominico *, 
| where we went for wood and water. 
It is one of the moſt fruitful iſles in 
theſe ſeas, but mountainous and woody, 
Its inhabitants are chiefly -French ;— 
the reſidue Indians, who : inhabit the 
moſt wild inacceſſible parts: the coffee, 
cottoh, and cocoa, produced in this 
iſland, exceed any other raiſed in the 
Wet Indies. The Coffee grows on a 
ſhrub about as high as a currant buſh, 
with a dark green leaf like the bay tree 
it is propagated from ſeeds, which 
ſhould be ſown ſoon after they are 
gathered. They have the fineſt 


„Latitude of 1 5 26” North, n 59" 
50 Weſt of London. 
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„ 
plantations of it in this iſland L ever 
ſaw.— 
The Cocoa reſembles our cherry-tree : 1 
the fruit is incloſed in a yellow pod, 
about the bigneſs of a cucumber, be- 
ginning and ending in a point. In the 
inſide is a number of white fibres; in 
the middle of theſe are cantained 12 
: ſeeds or grains of a brown colour, each 
grain is covered with a little bark; in 
the middle is the Cocoa, which ſeparates 
into five or ſix nnequal parts, and after 
grinding and diſſolving in hot water, 
forms a viſcous tenacious paſte; a ſolu- 
tion of which makes an agreeable li- 

quor called Chocolate. SO, 
The Cotten ſhrub grows about five 
feet from the ground, with a leaf ſhaped 
: 'C4 like 8 


| 

8 | 
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| 

| 
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ine the currant, but ſomething larger; 
it bears a beautiful yellow flower like the 


daffodil, which, when withered, diſcovers. 
a pod in ſhape and ſize of a pigeon's 
egg, wherein is contained the cotton: 
—of this ſhrub are large plantations, 
and when blooming, it makes a pleaſ- 
ing appearance. 

The Manzenilia (com wendy called 
the Manganil) grows like the pear- 


tree, and bears a moſt beautiful apple 


of the rankeſt poiſon. One vould 
imagine, from its delightful tempting 
appearance, and the bad conſequence 
of the taſte, that it was the tree ſo fa- 
tal to our firſt mother,—which being 
of beautiful aſpect, and a ' poiſonous 


nature, Adam forbad her to eat there- 


of: —but Eve, having a longing incli- 
nation 


(37) 


nation to gratify herſelf, where the Was 
enjoined to forbear, plucked the fruit 
of that forbidden (poiſonous) tree, 
« whole mortal taſte brought death 
« into the world, and all our woe.” — 
In ſhort, I ſuppoſe it bliſtered her 
mouth, which Adam removed by the 
application of the WHITE CeDar, a 
tree always growing near, and meant 
| by the God of Nature as an immediate 
antidote to ſo fatal and ſo tempting a 
' poiſon. 

The Ficus Indicus, called by the ne- 
gros, the Prickly-Pear, grows wild in 
all theſe weſtern iſles, and ſerves them 
tor good fences, growing very high, 
and full of long bearded thorns, which 
will pierce the ſole of a ſhoe —it bears 
a beautiful red flower, fringed with 

| | white; 
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white ;—the fruit has a moſt delicious 


taſte, and of a deep purple colour, 
which according to the quantity eat, will 
more or leſs tinct the water. 

The Calabaſh is a lofty ſpreading 
tree, the leaf in ſmell and ſhape much of 
your nectarine: — it has a moſt happy do- 
meſtick quality in this country, produc- 
ing drinking veſſels for thoſe who have 


not ingenuity to make them: it bears a 


globular fruit as big as a man's head, 


upon the bark of which the negros 


carve a thouſand true love's knots and 
flouriſhes,— and when the pith is taken 
out, it ſerves for a variety of houſhold 
uſes. | 
I wiſh this arborous epiſtle may di- 
vert you z but if I am deficient in the 

proper 


„„ SW 7 
proper terms, I hope my extraordinary 
. obſervations may in ſome degree, com- 
penſate for a want of that neceſſary, 
bappy obſcurity, peculiar to all arboriſts 
and botaniſts. | 


I am, &c. 
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8 1 Eſq. 


Tobago . March 11, 1757. 
TN O' we are continually moving 


from iſland to iſland, nevertheleſs it af- 
fords no variety, for there is a ſameneſs 


in the Creole, —and an equal inhoſpi- 
tality in the country. Tobago is an en- 


tire wood, but a fine rich ſoil, and 


worthy the attention of the iſlanders to 
clear it: the bays are well ſtocked 
with a variety of fiſh, and the woods 
with all kinds of fowl. The only inha- 


* Is in the latitude of 11*® 10 North, being 
45 leagues N. by E. half E. of Barbadoes. 
| bitants 


** 5 
bitants upon it are Indians, and a few 
French, who occaſionally come from 
Martinico on turtle fiſhing. Theſe fa- 
vages are very ſhy, and at the ſame 
time very inoffenſive ; for, unleſs you 
diſturb their little town, they will offer 
no violence to you. They are of a 
bright olive colour, and go almoſt 
naked, bearing no other arms than the 
bow and arrow; they ſubſiſt entirely 
by fiſhing and ſhooting, at which they 
are uncommonly expert ;—the greateſt 
preſents you can make them, are knives 
and trinkets; the firſt for domeſtic uſes, 
the ſecond for the ornament of their la- 
dies, who are as active as the men, but 
leſs agreeable in appearance. This iſland 
abounds with a greater variety of ani- 
mals than any other, partly owing to 8 

4 its 
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great rarity, 


C42 ) | 
its proximity to the continent of South, 
America, and being leſs frequented and 
diſturbed. No place abounds more with 
ſnakes and ſerpents, which . nevertheleſs 
are inoffenſive; I have ſeen many of va- 
rious ſizes, which were as ready-to retire 
from me, as I from them. The Armadil- 


lo, or Hog in armour, is frequently found 


here; it is a moſt harmleſs creature, and 
feeds upon inſets: The coat of mail 
which covers the back, .defends it from 
the enemy, into which it draws itſelf, 
like the hedge-hog: it is eſteemed a 


47 


This iſland abounds with cabbage- 


trees, which . nothing can ſurpaſs in lof- 


tineſs .and beauty.—The tree as juſtly. 
claims the ſuperiority . amongſt. vege- 


c tables, as London does over it's neigh- 


bouring 


( 43 ) 


bouring hamlets ;—they are in' their 


prime at 3o years growth, and are 
from 70 to 80 feet high.—There. is 
only a tuft of leaves on the top, which 
is the cabbage, and to obtain it you 
muſt cut down the tree, which is hol- 
low, and an inciſion may be made with 
a knife: —it is excellent boiled, but 
more agreeable when pickled. 

I one day had an inclination. to wan- 
der into the woods to gather oranges: 
but finding them fo impenetrably thick 
and difficult to paſs, —came- to a ſmall 
river, where I ſtripped off my cloaths, 
and waded a mile or two, without a 
ſight of any thing human,—being re- 
ſolyed to penetrate ſome miles into the 
country by this method; I continued 


on, when to my aſtoniſhment, on the 


ſide 


| CT | 

ide of the bank I found a little hovel, 
inhabited by a man, a dog, a cat, and 
ſome fowls; he received me with a fi- 
lent politeneſs, and handed me into 
his hut; the age and gravity of his 
countenance commanded reſpeCt :—[ 
was ſometimes inclined to ſpeak, —be- 
ing divided in my opinion, whether he 
was an Indian or a European: at 
length, after a ceremonious pauſe, he 
broke filence in French, - which aſto- 
niſhed me as much as his appearance. 
<« He told me he had lived that ſola- 
tary life near one and twenty-years, 
without having convers'd with any thing 
human :—he ſaid the Indians, (would 
ſometimes) when hunting, call on àim 
and give him part of the game they 
had ca and ſhave off his beard with 
5 their 


1 

their knives; but he had never paid 
attention enough to their language to 
converſe in.it. His amuſements for the 
time, had been gathering fruit, plant- 
ing corn, and ſeeking ſhell fiſh in the 


river, —with which, and the bleſſing of 
God, he was content, not coveting the 


palaces and tables of monarchs, for 
prayer and ſolitude he preferred be- 
fore the buſtle, vice and luxury of the 
world.” When I aſked him the cauſe 
of his retirement, he hung his head, 
and wept, —then continued: « A par- 
ty quarrel happened amongſt the prieſts 
of Martinico, in which he was a. chief; 
—but the ſuperior diſputants dreading 
the conſequences of ſome particular te- 
nets he advanced, — had him ſeized one 
night and landed on this iſland.” J 
Vor I. 3 offered 


Vwould rather live in that ſolitude then 


offered to take him to Europe,—which 
he politely refuſed, - declaring, He 


with the Grand monarch :—here (ſays he) 
I offend no man, and no man offendeth 
me, —and when I die, -I truſt, theſe 
mountain ſavages will have charity e- 
nough to bury me.” Thus diſcourſing, 
I returned with the hermit down the 
river, and at our tents we gave him tools, 
cloaths, food, &c. with which he happily 
retired. —l hope the Indians will have pa- 
tience to walt his death, for they muſt 
be heirs to his dog, his cat, his tools, 
and maple-diſh ;—but things of this kind 
will ſtimulate a ſavage to perpetrate a 
murder, as ſoon as gold will us but, 
Heaven protect this poor hermit! 


O Cu- 
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O CvntosrTy ! you led me firſt 

To the poor Hermit's little peaceful hut, 

Where ſavage feet had only trod before. 

Steep was the pathleſs bank, and by it roll'd 

A ſleepy ſtream to wed the briny flood. 

Four poſts bore up th' inwoven'd hurdle 
roof, : 

And porous canes receiv'd his unclad limbs 

In ſleep; and when he dream'd, the filent 
woods 

Heard all his dreams; but Heaven all his 
pray 'rs. 

A faithful dog watch'd faithful by his fide, 

And ſhow'd more love, more gratitude to 
him, 

Than he as man, had ever known from man, 

O bluſh! and learn fidelity from dogs; 

Dogs have been true, to men who have been 

brutes! | 
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One knew UI vssks , when unknown at 
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. home, _ 
: And leaping up for joy, with joy expir'd. 
Around the hut, the painted chanticler 
Sounded his wings, and crow'd his early ſong : 


Th' ungrateful cat here pur'd in vain for 
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mice, 
To keep in exerciſe her ſavage claws: 
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For all was ſolitude and peace.— 
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From this place we ſhall proceed on 
a cruiſe off Martinico, from whence I. 
hope to ſend you ſome account of our 
good ſuccels. 


I am, &c. 


* Argus, a faithful dog, who was the only 
ſervant that knew his maſter, after his long ab- 
ſence at the ſiege of Troy, 
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To H. M. Eſq. 


St. Kits, June 13, 1757. 


1 we ſail this day with 170 
ſail of ſhips for England, yet I neverthe- 


leſs write to you, imagining they may 


delay our paſſage. In nine months 


cruiſing, our ſucceſs has only been 


three prizes, for which I've received 
about three pounds :—thus, enriched 
and honoured, we leave theſe iſlands, 


and yet, before we abſolutely depart, 


I muſt give you a general character of 
theſe people. The Creoles are a vola- 
tile, haughty, ignorant people; fond 


of 
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of drefs, pomp and pageantry, and 
| ſlaves to all the Cardinal Vices: we, who 
defend them from the inſults of the 
enemy, are deemed foreigners, and all 
the reſpect they pay to the Mother Coun- 
try, they call coming to England, com- 
ing home. In Antigua and Barbadoes 
an officer ſeldom eſcapes public af- 
fronts, which if he reſents, they are 
ready to accept the challenge, yet pru- 
dent in never keeping the appointment : 
but, I believe, theſe feuds have been 
heightened by the controverſies which 
have ſubſiſted between them and Mr. 
Frankland.— The women, in general, 
unhappily cheriſh a low pride; few are 
acquainted with good breeding, —and 
more unacquainted with modeſty.— 

| | Swearing 


Lu 1} 


Jet at their ſlaves is general; never 
unmaſking in the ſtreets to a foreigner 
general, and ogling and intriguing no 
where more common :—which in a 
great meaſure may be attributed to the 
men, who carry on amours with their 


more degage and genteel.— do not mean 
in this to depreciate the characters of thoſe 
ladies who have their education in Eng- 
land, —I only confine this character to 
thoſe iſlanders who never wander'd fur- 
ther than the ſmoak of their own huts. 


—[ beg leave to ſend you a few lines 


written here, in anſwer to Mr. ULTon's 
verſes in praiſe of theſe people. 


. - © 


Swearing in a vulgar corrupted dia- 


lady's ſlaves, and the leſs private, the 
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TRE. CELQOL-E. 


To ſee a tyrant in an abject ſtate, 


Too mean to live, aſpring to be great. 


Does it not ſhock the truly nobler mind, 
To ſee ſuch monſters mingl'd with mankind | 
Thus have I ſeen a wood of ſpreading trees, 
Strip'd of their foliage by th* autumnal breeze, 
Their leaves by various winds puff'd ev'ry 
Way, : 


ind mixt promiſcuous, wither and decay. 


There turn, my Muse, and view that ſun- 


ny hill, 


Where whiſp'ring zephyrs turn a little mill ! 


There view the ſons of Africk's golden ſhore, 
Drove by the laſh, and working in their 
„ 
There view the Creole ruling with a nod, 
The 


- 1 Wo 
The man forgetting, ftruts a Demi- god 
F orbear ye weſtern ſons, nor thus deſpiſe 
The ſlave you make, whom Heaven made as 
wiſe | 5 
« God with an equal eye beholds us all, 
«© The planter periſh, or the negro fall!“ 
Had Heaven beſtow'd you an imperial ray, | 
Would Heaven have hid it in plebeian clay ? 
O wretched pride! ſpun through life's 
wretched ſpan ; : by 
Is not the ſlave, tho black, a Heaven form'd 
. 
Do not the breezes, which refreſh proud you, 
Viſit the hut, and fan the negro too ? 
Does nature, Creole, own thy empty ſway, 
Will not the aſs before a C SAR bray ? 
O ceaſe, vain reptile, give the black his due, 
„The world was made for Scots and Nx- 
GROEs too!“ | 


Are 


\ 
\ 


( 54 ) 
Are they not forc'd in chains from Gambias 
ſhore 
By you, to taſte of LIBERTY no more? 
But ſhould we aſk, How came MacDuggle here? 
Mute reſts the tongue, and thunder-ftruck's 
the ear : | 


Obnoxious to the law for ſome damn'd crime; 


He flies from England to ſome ſavage clime. 


With an impartial eye, ſurvey the two, 
The captive negro's juſt, —but what are you ? 


Shame, like a whirlwind, ſwallow up your 


pride, | 


Or Heaven, from better men,—your clan di- 


vide. 


But how could ULTON proftitute his muſe, 
To praiſe an iſle, unworthy his abuſe ! 
To praiſe a frothy, wretched race, earth's 


ſcum, 


('3s ) 
And ſeat an Angel with an Abſalom ! 


I love the poet, but the theme in rhime, 


Is much beneath the Prior of the time. 


We are happily ſetting fail from this 
land, —to one flowing with milk and 
honey. 
| I am, &c. 
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To H. M. Eſq; 


Emden, December 24, 1757: 


I DON'T know any ſituation in life 
where the character, fortune, and repu- 
tation of youth, are ſo deeply and un- 
fairly ſtaked, as at a publick examina- 
tion. It cannot be called a true and 
juſt trial of genius and ability, — when 


impudence and ignorance ſucceed, 


where modeſty and capacity fail. Theſe 
truths are but 400 obvious in all places 
of public examination, particularly in 
our Colleges: or dulneſs and licentiouſ- 
neſs could never crawl with ſuch rapid 


3 ſucceſs 


p C 8. ) | 
ſucceſs to our pulpits. A formal pedan- 
tic examination, as eſtabliſhed for ma- 
ny years, is often neglected and de- 
ſpiſed by ſome peculiar ſtudents: Sir 
Iſaac Newton was a very particular in- 
ſtance, and was near being expelled for 
his want of knowledge in the claſſicłks, 
tho' that happy ignorance raiſed him 

above all the aſtronomical wits in the 
world. I knew one of the firſt rate ge- 
niuſes of the preſent age, one of the 
greateſt ornaments to literature, baf- 
fled by the ſudden command, < Tranſ- 
late into Latin one of your own pe- 
e riodical papers !—tho' at the ſame 
time his abilities were as tranſcendently' 
ſuperior to his examiners, as SHAKE- 
SPEARE to Stephen Duck. Public ex- 
aminations of all kinds are venal and 
| abuſed ; 
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abuſed; ignorance and intereſt wilt go 
before ſenſe and merit, and impudence 
before both. The firſt inftitution of 
public examinations were intended 
for a public good; to prevent dullneſs 
and ignorance occupying thoſe parti- 
cular departments, eſtabliſhed and de- 
ſigned for men of ſenſe and erudition: 
but we now find, in ſpite of ſuch me- 
thods, that dunces may obtain a 
mitre, and Lubbers *, maritime com- 
miſſions.— It is true, that I have ob- 
tained my diploma from the court of 
Neptune, —but 1 hope not like thoſe 
given 1n Scotland, where .you purchaſe 
A. M. without the gift of either read- 


* A ſea term for a dull ſailor, 
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( 59 ) 
ing or writing: I cannot boaſt of abi- 
lities, but I can repeat with gratitude 
my thanks for the lieutenancy you have 
obtained me. We arrived here in the 
Jaſon on the 19 inſtant, with Brudenell's 
regiment, to reinforce this 'garriſon, 
which was abandoned by 10,000 French 
the day before, abſolutely intimidated 
with the thoughts of Engliſh forces. 
Embden is the capital of Emdelandt, of 
Eaſt Friezland, in the circle of Veſtpha- 
lia, ſubject to the King of Pruſſia, and 
taken from the Dutch. The town is 
ſituated up a ſmall river which falls 
into the river Ems; behind it is a large 
baſon for ſhipping, where they are laid 
up in the winter and repaired. It is an 
extenfive city, and well fortified ; the 
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houſes lofty, and built in the gothic 
taſte ; the ſtreets are narrow, and irre- 
gularly paved, and through the centre 
of them runs a fine canal, embelliſhed 

with a number of airy light bridges. 

It is ſurpriſing to me, how this country 
has been ſo long ſecured from a total 
inundation: what aſtoniſhment muſt 
. poſſeſs the mountaineer, when he ſees 
the ſurface of the water many feet 
higher than the land ? and here the 

breaking down of a bank occaſions as 

great a conſternation, as a mad bull 

breaking in amongſt the London citi- 

Zens at high change time. The Friez- 

landers (who call themſclves Pruſſians, as 

being the ſubjects of the Pruſſian mo- 
narch) are a ſtout, robuſt, hearty peo- 

ple; 


9 fim 1 r 
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ple ; well made and handſome. The. 

women are, in general little, round 
ſhouldered, and very plain; and altho' 

they are fair and freſh coloured, yet 
it is a fairneſs that falls greatly ſhort 
of the Engliſh. The dreſs. of the la- 
dies is neat, and much like the other 
provinces of Holland. They wear flat 


caps, and forehead cloaths, which hide 


that little beauty they are bleſt with, 
and inſtead of high heeled ſhoes, they 
wear noiſy rattling flippers. The only 
pleaſing ſituation I have ſeen them in, 
is coming to market on the ice, where : 
men and maids promiſcuouſly follow 
with great ſteadineſs and ſwiftneſs, to 
diſpoſe of the produce of their farms. 
The French have committed great ra- 
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„ x 
vages a bout this place, and have ex- 
acted large ſums of money from the 
inhabitants; in ſome places, even wan- 
tonly and moſt inhumanly, murdering 
men, women and children. 
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I E T T E R XXXI. 


To H. M. Eſq; 


Liſbon, December 14, 1758. 


IHAvk now made a moſt agree- 
able change from a paſſage veſſel to 
a real man of war. In ſhort, Sir, I 
have quitted the Jaſon, where we had 
not one hope of the golden fleece, for 
the Dorſetſhire, where we have every ex- 
pectation, and are bound on a ſecond 
expedition to Cholchis, without any dan- 
G4 ger 


n 
14 
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( 64 ) 
ger from Medea's charms. I need not 
\ tell you this ſhip took the Raiſonable, 
| ' _ commanded by the prince De Mauba- 
* en; an action, that has been related in 
| every village with glory to the victors, 
and with ſo much honour to Mr. Denis 
and his officers, that a repetition from 
me may wear the air of adulation, tho? 
every encomium would fall infinitely 
ſhort of that praiſe due to them. Our 
cruiſes againſt the Breſt fleet have hi- 
therto proved unſucceſsful, and our diſ. 
appointments encreaſed by the narrow 
eſcape of a ſtout ſquadron from Qu, 
bec,—and yet we have retaken the Vin- 
chelſea, which ſeparated from them 
about 5o leagues to the weſtward of 
Upant, taken by eight fail of the line 
| In 


( 65) 
in her paſſage from Carolina. The 
making repriſals before the declaration 
of war, has made prizes ſo very ſcarce 
in theſe ſeas, that notwithſtanding we 
have croſſed the bay of Biſcay ſeven. 
times, we have not intercepted one 
French ſhip; in which cruiſes, our pro- 
viſions being expended, we came into 
the river Tagus to refit and victual. 
L1sBon®*, the metropolis of the king- 
dom of Portugal, is ſituated on the 
north bank af the Tagus, about twelve 
miles from the entrance of the river 8 
but alas! how it is fallen from that 
elegance, that magnificence it bodſted 
before the earthquake : ere that melan- 


* In the latitude of 300 42” North, and Ion- 
 gitude 89 53' East of London. 
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(66) 
lancholy ruin and cataſtrophe, it might 
vie with the faireſt cities in Europe; 
and by the appearance it now makes 
in ruins from the oppolite ſhore, it is 
eaſy to imagine how ſuperb it muſt 
have been when ere&t and in order. 
The greateſt curioſities were confined 
to the churches, convents and nunne- 
ries, of which there were forty-five 
pariſh churches, twenty-two convents 
of monks, friars and jeſuits, with their 
churches, and twenty nunneries with 
their peculiar churches, beſides the col- 
lege of St. Antaon, and the Engliſh and 
Iriſh colleges. Theſe churches, in ge- 
neral, were elegant and richly adorned 
with curious valuable paintings, laced 
furniture, lamps, candleſticks, images, 
crucifixes, and many of the altars were 
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(67 
porphyry, maſſy gold, or ſilver; but of 
theſe ſurpriſing edifices, with all their 
wealth, there is now but §r. Roque s and 
the King's chapel ſtanding. The children 
of Ignatius of Loyola have the convent 
and church of Saint Rocque's, which 
church is accounted the moſt ſpacious, 
elegant and rich in the kingdom. 
The altar in this edifice is of maſſy 
gold; the ſteps and pavement of the 
fineſt porphyry: — over the former —is 
Saint Fohn baptizing Jeſus Chriſt in the 
river of Jordan, —which is expreſſed in 
marble, moſt curiouſly inlaid: the 
face, the drapery, &c. exceed the moſt 
maſterly finiſhed paintings I ever ſaw. 
—The King's chapel 1s near the pa- 
lace, and is the cathedral to the pa- 
triarchate of Weſt Liſbon; it has pe- 
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culiar privileges and ſolemnities, which 
are performed by a patriarch, who of- 
ficiates like a Pope, attended by four 
and twenty cardinals robed: nothing 
can ſurpaſs the harmony of this charch, 
for the beſt muſicians are ſelected from 
amongſt the natives, nor is any price 
ſpared to invite them from Jtaly. This 
beautiful city was originally fortified 
by a Mooriſh wall, flanked by ſeventy- 
ſeven towers, ſome of which are now 
ſtanding. Liſbon row meaſures, in its 
ruins along the river ſide from the gate 
of Alcantra to Xebregas, ſix miles, and 
14 in circumference; — but as the pre- 
ſent king does not intend to rebuild 
it, but to erect a new city at Belem, it 
will be, in a ſhort time, as much in 
length as circumference. Nothing can 
equal 


2 49) 


equal the melancholy of this dreary place, 
—Nnor can any one perſon deſcribe or 
relate you half of its miferies and mif- 
fortunes. | 

I am, &c. 
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L'S T T--E RL 


To L. L. Eſq. 


Liſbon, December IS, 17 58. 


My dear friend, the pen of immor- 
tal Dryden could not convey thoſe ter- 
rible ſcenes we are preſented with here: 
ſuch havock, ſuch devaſtation and 
ruin, the eye never 'beheld; and yet, 
from its elevated ſituation, it may with 
' propriety, be called even lovely in 
deaths The town and ruins ſtand on 
ſeven diſtinct hills ;—the ſtreets are nar- 
row and very ſteep, which makes it 
very inconvenient for the paſſage of car- 
riages ;—therefore all kinds of heavy 


labourious 


8 
Jaborious work is done with panniers, 
born by mules and aſſes: — the ladies 
pay their viſits in chaiſes, or rather lit:- 
ters, and the gentlemen in the moſt 
pompous manage manner, ride on horſe- 
back from houſe to houſe, (and to do 
them juſtice) with eaſe and elegance. 
The houſes of the citizens are very 
mean, with lattice windows; they are 
built prodigious high, and contain a 
number of families, for the Portu- 
gueze ſeldom occupy more than one 
room; and notwithſtanding this earth- 
quake has involved them in ſuch ruin, 
yet ſtill ſuch pride, ſloth and 1gnorance 
poſſeſs them, that if they proceed no 
faſter in proportion than they have al- 
ready done, it will be two centuries 
before they clear away the rubbiſh, and 
re- 


(72) 
reſtore Liſban to its ancient glory. The 
ruins are ſo inconceivable, that I don't 
think it poſſible to convey to you any 
idea of their horror. The old city is 
entirely demoliſhed, where you may 
walk for miles together without ſeeing 
one compleat houſe !—ſometimes you 
are preſented with the ſhell of a moſt 
noble edifice, with the roof fallen in 
and the floars broke through, with 
fome appearance of the moſt coſily fur- 
niture and paintings: It is impoſſible 
there can be a more melancholy walk, 
than through theſe dreary ſtreets (for 
they are cleared for the paſſage of 
people as before.) It appears on each 
fide like a ruinous church-yard, ftrew'd 
with ſkulls and bones. But the pre- 
ſent horrors are trivial, if we recollect 
| thoſe 


EIS: 
thoſe -at the unhappy time, when fire 
raged 1n general through the town, 
when the earth ſwelled and rolled like 
a confus'd irritated ſea, —and the people 
reeled about like drunken men, un- 
able to ſupport themſelves on their 
legs. In this miſerable time, the poor 
wretches fled different ways for ſafety, 
—ſome to their churches: to implore 
protection of their ſaints, where thou- 
ſands, of the ſame faith, ſhared the 
ſame fate. At this time the cuſtom- 
houſe quay was the ſtrongeſt building 
in the city, where upwards of 2,000 
people aſſembled for ſecurity, —or hop- 
ing to reach the ſhipping :—but, alas, 
how ſoon were all their hopes aboliſhed + 
—for the place on- which they ſtood 
ſunk down,—and was mmediately .co- 
| yered 


(74) 
vered over with water, — there being 
now upon that ſpot 5o feet.—It is ſur- 
priſing what indolence ſleeps in the 
veins of the Portugueze :—upon ſuch an 
alarming occaſion, when life was fo 
immediately in danger,—one would 
imagine men would be uncommonly 
active to ſave themſelves ;—but upon 
this quay, every man ſunk with his 
cloak about him,—nor was there a hat 
or any one trifling thing, ever ſeen on 
the ſurface of the water. The chaſm 
was perhaps ſome hundreds of fa- 
thoms deep, but the earth cloſing ſud- 
denly upon them, might prevent even 
the riſing of any light body with the 
water. Such ſcenes of poverty and 
horror, no place ever produced ;— fa- 
milies, who the other day lived in 

| ; wealth 
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| cn) 
ö wealth and luxury, beg about the 
M fircets;—I have been accoſted by a 
lady for my charity, with four black 
\ WH flaves following her in the moſt polite 
manner; at the ſame time ſhe pleaded 
| with dignity, that the misfortunes of her 
WB family aroſe from the earthquake. 
| 9 Jam, &c. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XXXII. 
10 8. T. . 


Liſbon, December 20, 17 58. 


A Lihough the earthquake has oc- 
caſioned ſuch ruin and devaſtation, 
yet it has given liberty to many, who 
' otherwiſe would never have enjoyed 
that happy bleſſing. Upon the firſt 
alarm the doors of the different nunne- 
ries were thrown open, and ſome hun- 
dreds of fair young nuns have entirely 
made their eſcapes to other countries. 
Many of them are the daughters of the 
nobleſt families, and for their detection 
gent premiums are publickly offered. 
Some 


CPF - 


Some parts of the inquiſition are de— 
ſtroyed, but I fear their charity never 
extended to relieve thoſe confined there. 
The numbers killed, by the regiſters of 
the different churches, are 80, ooo, by 
computation 150,000. 

But of all the moving melancholy 
tales related of this earthquake, nothing 
can equal the ſituation of the French 
ambaſſador's daughter : ſhe was found 
in the ruins of her father's houſe almoſt 
expiring, and ſo fituated, that they 
could no ways diſengage her from the 
place ſhe was fixed in, but by making 
an amputation above each knee; ſhe is 
now living, and beautiful in misſor— 
tune. | | 

The edifices of the Dutch and Eng- 
liſh have received the leaſt damages, 
> BL. 1k. F but 
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1 | 
but the Portugueze prieſts were very 
aſſiduous to deſtroy them, by declar- 
ing to the king of Portugal, That the 
God of Heaven had afflicted his people 
with this calamity, — for the fins com- 
mitted by the hereticks he admitted to 
reſide in his city. His majeſty, who is 
neither divine, philoſopher or politician, 
moſt wiſely replied, —© It is plain the 


« judgment's upon them, - when their 
* ſtructures and poſſeſſions are entire 
« and yours are level with the 


c ground.“ 
Ever ſince this melancholy affair. — 


the prieſts have been aiming at the de- 


ſtruction of the Engliſh merchants.— 
and will in time accompliſh it, if the 
court of London does not exert itſelf in 
their favour, | 


: Here 
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Here is a nunnery till entire, be- 
longing to the Engliſh Roman-catho- 
lics of the order of Saint Bridget.— 
originally ſettled at Sion houſe, near 
Brentford, of which they boaſt : but at 
the extirpation of them, they tranſmi- 
grated and ſettled in Portugal, and if 
times ſhould ever change in their fa- 
vour, this (they think) will prove the 
juſtneſs of their right to the ſeat of the 
preſent. Earl of Northumberland. 

They ſhew you an image of the bleſ- 
ſed virgin, which (they ſay) ſome di- 
vine meſſenger one night tranſported 
from Sion to Liſbon, at the pure and 
pious ejaculation of the lady abbeſs. 

There is no doubt but Sien houſe has 
been originally a nunnery, and that a 
monaſtery of friars was founded at Weſt 

F 2 bene, 
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Shene, on the oppoſite ſide of the river 
Thames ; for it is evident thoſe bodies 
had, and will ever have a religious 
communication z a demonſtration of 
which may be every day ſeen by viſit- 
ing Sion houſe, where you will find a 
ſubterraneous paſſage under the river 
Thames, upwards of a mile in length, — 
extending from the original nunnety, 
to the friary. Jam told the damps are 
now ſo great, by neglecting to keep the 
paſſage open, that it is difficult to pre- 
ſerve lights to go thorough.— Lou ſee 


Prieſts, like Alphæus, by ſome ſecret ſluice, 
Will ſteal /ub terra to their ARETHUSE. ' 
Farewell. 
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EET TT EN LEE 
To H. M. Eſq. 


Liſbon, December 22, 1758. 
THERE is no country, let the peo- 
ple in general be ever fo deſpicable.— 
but ſomething may be learnt from 


them, — and if one people are more ig- 
noble than another, — ſurely the Portu- 
gueze are the moſt ſo. But what I want 
to obſerve to you, 1s the order of their 
markets, —which if we imitate, muſt 
prove a general good to the common- 
wealth. The Rebeira, or fiſh market, 
is beyond any other I have ſeen in the 
world, — for variety, cheapneſs and good- 

F 3 neſs. 
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neſs. Adjoining to it on the eaſt ſide 
of the ſquare Terriero de Paco, i. e. 
the palace ſquare, is a corn market, di- 
vided into different ſhops, - where the 
factors expoſe their grain in bins, nor 
are they allowed to diſpoſe of any out 
of this place. The ſame rule is ob- 
ſerved with the fleſh, — which the but- 
chers are not ſuffered to ſlaughter in 
the city, but in the fields, or at the h 
very extent of the ſuburbs : the ſham- 
bles are built ſmall and regular, and 
lined with clean Dutch tiles; and theſe 
markets, as well as thoſe for poultry, gar- 
den- ſtuff, fruit and other eatables, are 
all examined by the City Council, and the 
Office of Health, who have a power to 
deſtroy whatever is not good, and fix 
daily the price of every thing, - which 
is 
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is marked over all the ſtalls; ſo the per-- 
ſon who goes to market, pays the ſettled 


price, without altercation or trouble, 
and takes his mear. Was this happy 


cuſtom generally eſtabliſhed in the city 
of London, the poor might live, and 
the rich enjoy delicacies without fraud 
or impoſition. I have found no other 


manners or cuſtoms among the Poriu- 
gueze, worth imitation; a general abo- 
lition of taſte and literature reign thro” 
the kingdom, which makes it the more 
ſurpriſing when we conſider the many 
ſeminaries which are founded for ſtudi- 
ous applications and ſolitude. Philoſo- 
phy is the principal ſtudy purſued in their- 
monaſteries; from which, one would 
imagine, Portugal would produce the 
greateſt philoſophers in the world :—if 
* man 
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man poſſeſs genius, nothing can help 
it ſo much as regularity and ſobriety; 


and to appearances, nothing can exceed 
the ſimplicity of their diet. But alas! 
there is very little religion, ſenſe or vir— 
tue amongſt them: The prieſthood are 
the moſt flagitious and abandoned of 
mankind for all their ſanctity con- 
ſiſts in ſhav'd heads, bare fect and wool- 
len garments, and ſuch it muſt ever 
be, while Portugal adopts the ſubſe— 
quent maxim: Fear the man that thinks, 
the man that reads, and the man that 
writes —The following laconick cha- 
rater of theſe people, was (with juſt— 
neſs) given me by an Engliſh lady who 
reſides here. The Portugueze, ſaid 
„ ſhe, are peacocks in the ſtreets, flo- 
« vens in their own houles, gluttons 
66 A 
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cc at other men's tables, and thieves 


« and dunces from their cradles.” The 
ignorance of the people, in general, is 
greatly owing to the villainy of the 
clergy, who fill them with ſuperſtition 
to keep them in awe, and deprive them 
of all the advantages of education. 


You never meet in any ſtate, potentate, 
or republick, a Portugueze of any exalt- 
ed abilities; - they ſeem and are an 
outcaſt of the world, —and if ever they 
poſſeſs the ſmalleſt talents, they are de- 
voted and exerciſed in murder, thefts and 
luſt. : 
The kingdom of Peoriuzal is moſt 
undoubtedly governed by the clergy; 
they poſſeſs and enjoy every thing, and 
re certainly the only claſs who with 
truth can be ſaid to live: they lead the 
| whole 
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whole nation through, ſuch ſuperſtitious> 
Paths, that the rich cannot retain their 
wealth, when the church ſtands in need 
of it. Indeed their appearance does cre- 
dit to the publick, for no Roman Catho- 
| licks can excel their eccleſiaſtick fat and 
Jallity; nor hath Venus and Bacchus 
truer or ſtricter votaries, for the nun and 
the bottle are their ſole objects of real 
adoration. 
I am, &c. 


LET- 
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— 


C 
To L. L. Eſq; 


Liſbon, December 24, 1758. 


Ir grieves me to be continually writ- 

ing, without having it in my power to 
| ſay any thing in praiſe of theſe people: 
—they are ſlaves from the nature of 
their government, and the tyranny of 
the clergy renders them at once the 
moſt abje&t wretches in the world. 
They are proud amidſt poverty, and 
indolent, though ſtarving in a country 
which will almoſt cultivate itſelf. No- 
thing can equal the ſerenity of this cli- 
mate, and the purity of the air; it is 


certainly 
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certainly the ſofteſt and the mildeſt in 
the univerſe; and tho' it inſpires the 
weak and ſickly of other nations with 
new life and ſpirits, it makes none of 
theſe happy impreſſions on the Portu- 
gueze. The men are of a moroſe, gloomy 
diſpoſition, much given to jealouſy and 
envy; extremely ſlothful, and naturally 
cowards: the only polite qualification 
they can beg of, is dancing a minuet 
well. Summer or winter they wear the 
ſame cloak ; in the cold weather to keep 
them warm, and when hot to keep 
the heat out. Swords and embroidery 
ſome years ago were univerſally wore, 
till an edi& paſſed to ſuppreſs them ; 
at the ſame time confining the men to 
the wear of black cloaths. This hath 
proved a moſt prudent prohibition, for 
the 
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the men ſpent all their fortunes in fop- 
pery, while their families were feeding 
on oil and Serdinas * at home. Bag- 


wigs are even more uſed here than in 


France. — I have ſeen a blackſmith ſhoe 


a mule in one. The men are very vain 


of their military abilities, without that 
cardinal qualification, proweſs; — and, al- 


tho' without courage, will preſumptively 


aſſert, that their army and the mari- 
time power of England would conquer 
the world. Alas! they do not merit 


the very name of ſoldiers, — and to 


make them worſe, they ſeldom or ever 
receive any pay, — which makes them 
beg under arms. I have ſeen a cap- 
tain of horſe go moſt ſumptuouſly dreſ- 


„A ſmall fiſh like a ſprat. 
ſed 
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ſed to market, there buy a pound of 
beef, fold it up in his handkerchief, 
put it in his hat, and then ſtrut away with 
it under his arm, with all the pomp and 
impudence of a Portugueze. It does 
not appear to me, that there are any 
people fit to bear arms, but the cler- 


gy ;—eſpecially if there is any thing 


in the ſize or appearance of ſoldiers, or 
even if arms require ſtrength to weild 
them. But what a figure muſt they cut 
before an enemy, if inſtead of arms 
they have only recourſe to reliques and 
images ? for they won't march a ſtep, 
unleſs ſome ſtocꝶ of a faint is bore in the 
van to head their cauſe. A few days 
ago, a terrible fire broke out, and the 
only method they took to extinguiſh it, 
was by throwing in their reliques and 


ſaints 
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Taints by way of holy fuel :— ſome Eng- 
lich ſeamen paſſing by, attempted to put 
it out, which they reſented, and pelted 
them away for their heretical preſump- 
tion; ſo the fire continued raging in - 
ſpite, of prayer and promiſes of pe- 
nance, and would have deſtroyed an hun- 
dred houſes, had not ſome Engliſh mer- 
chants ſolicited a body of ſeamen to ex- 
tinguiſh it, which they ſoon performed 
to the amazement of theſe deluded fools, 
I often divert myſelf at the window, with 
a prieſt begging of the country people 
as they come to market, for departed 
ſouls detained in purgatory : ſome beſtow 
an crange, ſome an onion, ſome a clove 
of garlick, and ſome more generouſly 
a turnip, — for which he gives in return 
an infallible benediction, and then ſtag- 

gers 


. 


gers to his monaſtery under the load.— 
The / bore of Babylon refuſes nothing, — 
| and of all concubines in the univerſe, 
ſhe is the worſt. I really believe I ſhall 
[ leave Portugal with a worſe opinion 


| 
# than Lord Tyrawley did :— he ſaid, He 
| knew but two gentlemen in the king- 


| dom,—the French ambaſſador, and friar 
| 8 Auſtin of the Engliſh nunnery ;— which 
N are certainly two more than I have the 
happineſs to be acquainted with. 
2 I am, &c. 


LET. 
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RET TER XYXSEWE 
To Mis £E TI; 


Liſbon, December 27, 1758. 


VꝑEſterday I was dancing at a villa in 


the country, and my partner was a 
young lady of fifteen, juſt come out 


of the nunnery :—it would have given 


you much pleaſure to have ſeen the dif- 
ference between a free and a confined 
education: ſnhe did not even appear to 
know the common objects of liſe, or the 
uſe of words or feet: ſhe never ſpoke; 
and when ſhe danced, ſhe walked in a 
moſt ſolemn manner, with her eyes 
fixed on the ceiling, — as if ſhe had no 
You. II. G other 
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other idea than prayer and confeſſion : 
— but, indeed, ſhe was beautiful to ad- 


miration, which amply compenſated for 
that peculiar awkwardneſs attained by 
a recluſe life. She had the whiteneſs 


of the lilly, and the bluſhes of the roſe; 


her ſtature was low, her hair, which 


was jet black, was braided with ribbands, 
and flow'd in ringlets to the ground. 


With this young goddeſs J paſs'd the 


happieſt ſilent meeting of my life, but 


had it been improv'd by converſation, — 
it muſt have been enchantment; for no- 
thing but divine rhetorick could have 
flow'd from the mouth of ſuch a HE B. 
Upon this occaſion we had an elegant 


cold collation, but being a religious faſt 


with the irreligious Portugucze, they were 


obliged to regale themſelves privately in 


3 5 the 


195 

the pantry, while we enjoyed the repaſt 
in publick; but to have immediate ab- 
ſolution for eating of forbidden fruit. — 
they took care to have a friar to partake 
with them; who enjoyed the luxury with 
the calmeſt conſcience, while they ſtuf- 
fed and trembled for fear of divine ven- 
geance.— This beautiful young lady was 
the daughter of a nobleman, and is 
ſince married. —The ladies are, in ge- 
neral, extremely handſome, with all that 
delicacy peculiar to the fair- ſex; their 
complexions are chiefly brown, their faces 
round their eyes black and ſparkling :—bur 
alas! all theſe beauties are ſoon deſtroyed 
by that abominable cuſtom of painting, 
which is practiſed here to exceſs. Their 
natural temper is gay and chearful ; but 
yellow eyed jealouſy, which is ſo very 

| G 2 pre- 


1 
predominant in the men, — makes them 
appear grave in company, though their 
inclinations are ever ſo contrary. Their 
chaſtity, in general, is great, — but they 
never receive a viſit from a ſingle gen- 
tleman, unleſs their intentions are to 
intrigue. Their dreſs is a mixture of 
the French, Spaniſh and Italian, — but 
their peculiar pride lies in the ornament 
of their hair, which is braided and 
adorned with a number of tortoiſe-ſhell 
combs. The preſent queen ſeems to be 
the Amazon of the world: — her time is 
entirely devoted to manly diverſions.— 
as ſhooting, hunting and fiſhing, in 
which exerciſes ſhe is ſo perfect a Diana, 
that ſew men can exceed her. I heard a 
Yorkſhire gentleman declare, the ſevereſt 
day's hunting he ever paſſed, was with 


her: 
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her :— ſhe will kill on horſeback of ſin- 
gle birds, eighty brace of partridges in 
a day,—and in fiſhing ſhe is equally 
expert. But notwithſtanding ſylvan 
amuſements are purſued by the king 
and queen of Portugal, they do not 
extend to the reſt of the people. In 
ſhort, ſhe is ſo much the buſkin'd god- 
deſs, that I think the extraordinary cou- 
rage, and equeſtrian exploits of your ce- 
lebrated Di Draper, could entitle her 
to no other place of honour, —than an 
attendant nymph to this royal huntreſs. 
Fam; Oe. 


G 3 LE T. 
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LETTER XXXVIL 
To L. L. Efq. 


Liſbon, December 28, 1758. 
TukRE are no ſtates but have 
more or leſs ſuffered from Favourites, 
and here the machinations of a favou- 
. rite pimp, — had nearly ruined king and 
kingdom. This pander was employed 

by his late majeſty, and being excellent 
in the art of intrigue, was continued by 
the ſon, and for his ſervices is ſince raiſed 
to places of the moſt important truſt. 
This active Mercury, being ever ſtu- 
dious to find new objects of gallantry for 
his royal maſter, created the jealouſy of 
| the 


(99) 
the queen, who has more than once at- 
tempted to aſſaſſinate him. Every body 
appears petrified in Liſbon, ſtaring at one 
another with the ſtrangeſt conſternation, 
without having courage to ſpeak their 
ſentiments on ſo dreadful a ſubject: even 
Engliſhmen, who have the freedom of 
ſpeech every where, ſeem tacit on this 
theme.—The troops are called from the 
frontiers to ſurround the city, and a ge- 
ral embargo is laid upon all ſhipping, that 
none of the aſſaſſins may eſcape. An 
attempt to make a revolution in the 
kingdom of Portugal does not in the 
leaſt ſurprize me, when we conſider how | 
ill the ſtate has been managed, and 
what feuds have lately ſubſiſted: his ma- 
jeſty's confidence being ſolely placed in 
the breaſt of a man who was his father's 
G4 Porter 
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porter ; carrying on new amours with 


ladies of the firſt dignity; neglecting 


the buſineſs of the common weal in 


general, and retarding the pay of the | 


army eighteen months; theſe, added to 


a thouſand other grievances, have been 
the cauſe of this intended aſſaſſination 
and revolution. The time fixed for the 
perpetrating this murder, was in the 
cloſe of the evening, when the king was 


returning incog. with his Pandarus, from 


ſome ſweet Creſſida,— (who is certainly a 
very near relation of the duke D' Aveiro.) 


His chaiſe was ſtopped by three men 


on horſeback, —when the poſtilion an- 


ſwered, It is the king: to which they 


replied, —** It is what we want;”— and 
immediately diſcharged a piſtol, which 


paſſed through the chaiſe without doing 


any 
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any injury; — the ſecond wounded the 
favourite in the breaſt, who fell to the 
bottom, — and the king, to ſave himſelf 
from the fire, ſunk down upon him, but 
holding ſtill by one of the taſſels, the 
third ball went through his right arm. 
Having only three ſervants with him, 
one of them had ſtopped to water his 
horſe, but hearing the reports of the pi- 
ſtols, rode briſkly up, and purſuing 
them, came near enough to diſtinctly 
diſcern one of the duke's horſes. The 
ſcheme was well concerted, and might 
have been more fatal to the king, but 
a plunderbuſs miſſed fire which was car- 
ried by the duke. This very evening 
the duke D' Aveiro gave a molt ſplendid 
ball to the nobility, —and in the height 
of their mirth and gaiety, left the room, 


changed 


/ / / 
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changed his dreſs and diſappeared. —The 
diſcovery of this affair is very ſingular : 
Ca cobler, who had long courted one 
of the under ſervants, embraced this 
night of hurry, as a more favourable 
time to ſee his miſtreſs ;—but being in 
one of the rooms through which the 
duke muſt paſs, and hearing him ſud- 
denly advance, and not having time to 
eſcape, they ſecreted themſelves under a 
large table. Upon the duke's coming in, 
he threw down the blunderbuls, ſaying, 
—* Thou haſt failed me in the moſt 
« critical moment of my life.” To which 
his confederates replied, “ Your grace 
&« need not be uneaſy, we certainly diſ- 
% patched all that were in the chaiſe.” — 
The duke then dreſſed, and returned 
with the ſame appearance of gaiety to 
| his 
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his company,—and relieved thetwo lovers 
from their place of confinement. The 
cobler hearing the next day of the affair, 


and recollecting the particular conduct 


and words of the duke, related the cir- 
cumſtances to a father confeſſor, upon 
which the duke, his family, and many 
of the nobility were immediately appre- 


hended, and their goods confiſcated :— ' 
amongſt which were a ſtand of 4000 


arms. This ſcheme of aſſaſſination was 


certainly planned by the Feſuzts, and the 
duke D' Aveiro was to have been imme- 


diately crown'd, — for the troops on the 


king's death would have revolted to a 
man; and by a veſſel juſt arrived from 
the Braſils, we learn, that the Feſuits are 
ſo certain of the revolution, that they 
have even declared the duke king of Por- 
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tugal, &c. This intelligence has given 
the king and miniſtry ſuch freſh alarms, 


that they ſeemdetermined to extirpate the 
whole race. When halcyon days will re- 
turn amongſt theſe unhappy people, I 
cannot tell, — but ſeas of blood will be 
ſpilt.— and many bleed though innocent, 
as : 


; | Your, &c. 
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L E TT E RK ZXXVAE 
To H. M. Eſq. 


| Liſbon, January 1, 1759. 
4+ HE. 13th of February is fixed for 
the melancholy execution of the un- 
haappy family of the duke D*Averro, 
with many other principal nobles of 
Portugal, without reſpe& to age, per- 
ſons, or ſex. A ſubterraneous inqui— 
ſition too, is juſt finiſhed, at which no 
perſon has been ſuffered to work, . with- 
out firſt taking the oaths of ſecrecy, 
where invention has been racked to 
eſtabliſh the moſt cruel tortures, —which 
ſome hundreds of theſe unhappy people 
5 Will 
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will privately ſuffer. The place of pub- 
lick execution is to be at Belem, where 
the duke D'Aveiro, the marquis of Ta- 
-aro his ſon, his wife, children, and 
ſome others are to be racked ſingly, — 
that each may ſuffer from the horrours 
endured by the child and parent: the 


ſcaffold 1s erected oppoſite to the place 


of their confinement, where eight 
wheels are fixed for their execution. 
The - marchioneſs of Tavora is to be be- 
headed; the young marquis of Tavora, 
the count of Atouguia, and three ſer- 
vants, are to be ſtrangled at the ſtake, 


and their limbs afterwards broken. The 


duke D' Aveiro, and the marquis of 
Tavora, are to have their limbs broke 
alive, and two ladies near relations to 
| this 
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this unhappy family, have died raving 
mad in the convent of Das Grilas, 

The prevention of this aſſaſſination has 
been fortunate to the reigning family, 
and tho* the execution of the aſſaſſins 
will be cruel, dreadful and bloody, ne- 
vertheleſs it does not occaſion even a 
whiſper here, when with you it would 
make a riotous murmur.— The duke 
D' Aveiro is a well made little man, lively 
and agreeable, and in the 51ſt year of 
his age.—The marquis of Tavora, who 
is ſprung from the moſt illuſtrious fa- 
mily of Portugal, is about 55; gen- 
teel, middle ſtature, of a comely coun- 
tenance and grave. The marchioneſs 
of Tavora his wife, is thin and ſhort, 
eaſy and courteous in her behaviour, 
and affectionate to her huſband, chil- 

dren 
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dren and family: ſhe bears the cha- 
racter of an amiable woman, a good 
mother, and a lady of great underſtand- 


ing. In her goth year ſhe attended the 
marquis to dia, and in her 59th dies 


with her huſband. —The two ſons of 
this unhappy aſpiring couple, one aged 
36, the other 23, ſuffer with their pa- 


rents.— The earl of Atouguia is a ſurly 
diſagreeable man, about 36 years of. - 
age, and married into the Tavora fa- 


mily. If you knew how dangerous it 


was to ſpeak here, you would be the 


more ſurpriſed to find me acquainted: 


with ſo many particulars relative to theſe 


conſpirators. We have been detained 


by the king many days longer than the 
commodore intended ſtaying, —by way 


of awing the rebels; and to be ſure, 


were 


a, 5 835 — 
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were dur cannon required, we could in 
a few hours level that, unſhook by the 
earthquake but the fruit belonging 
to the merchants being long packed, 
and ſubject to damage, the commodore 
has determined, for the ſake of the car- 
goes to depart, —at the ſame time leav- 
ing three ſhips of war to protect the 
port. The departure is no ways diſ- 
agreeable to me, for I can ſafely ſay, I 
at once bid adieu to capital theft, mur- 
der, ignorance and ruin. 
I am, &c. 


P. S. The nobleſt, uſeful piece of 
architecture in this country, is the aquæ- 
duct, which conveys all the water uſed 
in the city upwards of ten miles :— 
the arches are built in a conic form, 
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and the centre one is big enough to 
let the Royal George paſs through under 


fail. It has received very little damage 


from the earthquake. 


LE T- 
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LET T2 ro. 


To H. M. * 


Off the Port of Breſt, July 23, 1750. 
Y FEtterday early in the morn, we 
were moſt agreeably ſurprized with 
the ſight of four French men of war, 
under the land; but falling calm, it 
prevented a general action. Mr. Hzz- 
VEY in the Monmouth, received and 
returned ſeveral broadſides; but the 
enemy's ſhip grounding, and he being 
under the fire of three batteries, was 
obliged to come off to fave his ſhip. 
— No officer in the king's ſervice could 
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CEL 
acquit himſelf with greater gallantry 
upon the occaſion, nor behave with 
more vigilance and aſſiduity. | Theſe 
four ſhips of war were intended to pro- | 
tect eight tranſports. to Goree. We are 
now anchored in the road of Breſt, with 
all the eaſe and compoſure you can con- 
ceive men to have, whoſe moſt ardent 
wiſhes are to try their ſtrength with 
their foe: we ride in the ſight of four 
French flags, and 13 fail of line of bat- 
ſhips, —and offer ſuch daily inſults 
on their own dunghtl, that, were they 
men of courage, — they would fight, 
tho? ſure of loſing the victory: but up- 
on my word, I believe it would per- 
plex human invention, to find a fuffi- 
cient provocative to make them come 
to action. Every news- paper which is 
*$ brought 
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Fendt out here, —is filled with far- 


caſms and abuſe of us for bad con- 
duct, &c. tho' at the ſame time, no- 
thing can ſurpaſs Sir Edward Hawke's 
vigilance, and no French admiral his 


courage and judgment. Every time 


you hear that we are to the northward of 
Uſbant, — the city cries out, What can 
they be doing, to give the French 
« ſuch an opportunity to come out?“ 
' —not conſidering or knowing at this 
time. it blew a ſtorm from the weſt. 
Theſe gentlemen ſhould be a little more 
acquainted with - geography and navi- 


gation, before they commit their opi- 


nions to the preſs: they ſhould conſider 
with a weſterly wind, it is neceſſary to 
keep the Engliſh channel open, for fear 
of wrecking this fleet on the coaſt of 

N .- France; 
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France ;—and li! 
wind, prevents t 
in Breſt water. | 
are quite as 1gn« 
ſonage, who aſke 
« Whether he 


tree in the nj 


think upon this 
fortunes depend, 
people in it, you 
freſh proviſions : 
pity this charital 
cur ſooner, — for 
ſickly ; beſides, 
in the proviſions 


diately on their 


have been conde 
This ariſes fror 


bribery, which 1 
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and likewiſe, that that very 


ents the ſtirring of any ſhip 


ter. Indeed your city failors 
as ignorant as the noble per- 
10 aſked Sir Walter Raleigh, 
r he made his ſhip faſt to a 
the night.” —Tho' you truly 
n this fleet your lives and 
epend, yet to ſupport the 
t, you have at laſt conſidered 
tons are neceſſary :—it is a 
-haritable thought did not oc- 
,—for alas! we are very 
des, there is ſuch an abuſe 
viſions ſent out, - that imme- 
their arrival, a third part 
condemned not fit to eat. 


s from venal contracts and 


hich make it abſolutely ne- 
ceſlary 
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ceſſary for the government to appoint 
men of ſworn integrity, to inſpect into 
every thing, before ſhipped by agents 
and contractors. You may be certain 
a cruize with all theſe inconveniences 
and inactivity, muſt be tedious and 
difagreeable, and would be more ſo, 
were we not amuſed by the paſſing and 
repaſſing of ſhips to and from England. 
I give you maritime ſcribble enough to 
weary the patience of any man, and 
yet we have nothing elſe to write, for 
nothing elſe occurs - and to fill a 


Jetter up with duty, love and compli- 


ment, would be only writing what 1s 


daily written from every village in 
England. This nautick epiſtle was be- 
gun the 23d of July, and had not been 
finiſhed the 2d of Auguſt, — if PIN E 

44 Bd» 
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 EpwarD had not come out in the Hero. 
We received him yeſterday, with 
all thoſe military honours due to his 
illuſtrious birth and rank, and with 
that peculiar pleafure which the ſubject 
muſt feel for a prince, whoſe qualities 
render him the admiration of all the 
world. We are not a little proud of a 
a king's brother being a midſhipman; 
his Royal Highneſs going thro' the dif- 
ferent degrees of the ſervice, gives ſpi- 
rits to the whole corps, —and the atten- 
tion he pays to the various duties of a 
fleet, will one day, be the happy means 
of making him a glory to his country. 
1 I am, &c. 


LE T- 
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LETT w MC 
. * 


of Breſt at Sea, Auguſt 16, 1759. 


I HAD better ſend you my journal 
at once, with the hourly occurrences of 
the log, as be continually troubling 
you with dull anecdotes from on board 
of ſhip: if we have any thing new, it 
is of ſo trifling a nature, you will ſcarce 
have patience to peruſe it, and I am 
convinced, we can ſend you no news 
that is acceptable, but the beating. of 
the French fleet; and your fears at 


home are ſo great, - that I believe you 
are ſometimes inclined to think, they 


will 
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will beat us: but if 1 can remove that 
doubt with a moſt faithful promiſe, I 
' will, affuring you on my honour and 
life,—when ever they come out, we 
will beat them. There is no kind of 
doubt, but their intentions are to invade 
Treland ; —and that the duke D' Aguillon 
has an army ready to embark from 
Quiberon bay, as ſoon as the Breſt 
fleet can appear to protect and convoy 
them. Theſe dreadful menaces, tho? 
at a great diſtance, keep you in con- 
tinual fears. For my own part, I can- 
not ſay whether Conflans will ſtir or no; 
—t0 appearances he does not ſeem to 
have much inclination; but we have 
two more objects in view, pleaſing as 
his fleet, and like Bobadel, we will beat 
them all. Monſieur Bompar 1s hourly 


expected 
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expected from the Weſt Indies, and De 
Clue is certainly out of Toulon, but I 
fear he is failed to the ſouthward ;—- 
but if they ſhould come this way, you 
may depend upon it Sir Edward Hawke 
will remit you pleaſing accounts of his 
conduct. 
Alas ! my dear friend, amidſt theſe 
pleaſing hopes, - the moſt melancholy 
accident has juſt attended two young 
gentlemen: perhaps, ſuch as eye never 
beheld before, or ear ever heard related. 
They were climbing up the top-maſt 
ſhrouds, one above the other, to make 
themſelves acquainted with the parti- 
cular duties of the ſhip; Mr. Cox was 
the uppermoſt, but loſing his hold, 
threw down Mr. Gaven below him ;— 
they ſtruck with their heads upon the 


muzzles 
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muzzles of the guns, and fell into the 


water ;—the time was very ſhort before 
they were taken up, but neither of 


them ever ſpoke more. At this time 


I was walking the quarter-deck, and 


preſented with this moſt horrid ſpec- 
tacle. It is impoſſible to tell you what 
I feel on the occaſion, or even to de- 
fcribe the general grief of the ſhip's 
company, who ſeem to a man dejected, 
—and when they ſpeak of their miſ- 


_ fortunes, contend who can praiſe their 


virtues moſt, Theſe young gentlemen 
were pupils of mine, in order to make 
them acquainted with the buſineſs of a 
ſeaman; and ſurely two nobler, wiſer 
boys, never launched into the navy : 
had they been my brothers, I could 
not have loved them living more, —nor 

can 


1 
can their deareſt parent lament their 
memories with a truer grief, or. have a 
more exalted opinion of their virtues. 
In the following epitaph, I have not 
ſaid ſo much as they deſerve, and 1 
lament that your affectionate friend is 
not poſſeſſed of a better pen to immor- 
talize their virtues. 1 a 
Dead, ere their prime, are LyciDas 

And A pos, in vernal bloom, 
Twins lovely blaſted. Each young as good, and 
Wiſe as young: as ſweet as virtuous, inno- 

| cent as ſweet. 

Both birds of 
Paradiſe, in flight ſublime, in plumage 

Exquiſite as ſong . . Why, gentle cherubs, did 
Vou leave us thus? Why were your noble forms 

emergent 
Daſh'd, from that airy eminence, to ſtain with 


pureſt 
Blood, 
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Blood, the | 
Ruthleſs ſea ?—Say, were ye of the bright 
Seraphick hoſt ; and took upon ye only mor- 
tal weeds, 
To ſhow mankind how lovely angels are, and: 
make 
Them quit the world, 
. For God? 
Parents, if readers on this ſtone, 
Retain the kindred tear : think, 

What a preſent to the gods you've ſent ! yet 
Still *tis but the GREAT JEnovan's due, tis 
what he lent. Let this 

To after apes. 
Be a proof, how Tovely, how lamented VIRTUE 
Is ! Blameleſs they breath'd, and died 
A pair unparallel'd ; and with them took, as: 
much 
Godneſs as could 
Live. 


Farewell. 
LE T- 
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TEETH Ml 


- To G. T. El 


Quiberon Bay, November 20, 1759. 
I AM fo. full of joy and ſpirits at our 
own victory, that I can hardly be civil 
enough to take notice of De Clue's de- 
feat, - tho“ I aſſure you we thought 
we had a right to fight that gentle- 
man, as he certainly deſigned to join 
Conflans's fleet: but Mr. Boſcawen has 
ſaved us that trouble, and taken, with 
Juſtice, our imaginary laurels to him- 
ſelf. The Ocean, commanded by De 
Clue, is on ſhore on the coaſt of Port«4 
gal, and he has loſt one of his legs in 

5 the 


= e 
the action: two ſhips of 74, and one of 


8 8 64 guns are taken, and one of 84, and 
done of 74 guns burnt; ſome have 


eſcaped to Cales, and ſome to Liſbon ;— 
but to intercept theſe lame ducks, we 
have diſpatched flying ſquadrons to eve- 
ry point of the compaſs. It is now with 
the French, as it is with the hares,— 


there is not a dog of any Kind but thinks 


them lawful game, and that he has a 


right to hunt them, —and I heartily. 


wiſh to have the pleaſure of courſing 


theſe, —if they have courage enough to 
quit their forms. On Saturday the 13th * 
of October, a ſtrong gale of wind at 
weſt, obliged us to bear up for Ply- 


mouth, from whente we failed on the 
49th, and kept our ſtation off the iſle 


of Uſbant, till November the 10th, — 
When 


1 
when a ſecond ſtorm at weſt drove us 
to Torbay, from whence we ſailed on 
the 13th, but could not keep the ſea. 
In this reſtleſs ſituation, we had ſome 
intelligence of the enemy's intentions 


to move, and prompted with hope and 
_ anxiety, got on the 16th within 17 


leagues of Uſhant, where the Swallow 


loop moſt agreeably ſurpriſed us, with 
the account of Conflans's failing from 
Breſt on the 14th, with a fleet of 21 
fail of the line and four frigates. It is 


- impoſſible for you to conceive what 
Joy this news gave our ſcurvy ſpirits, 
what an alteration it made when we 


had the moſt ſanguine hopes of being 


revenged on a fleet, that had kept us 


at ſea eight months, and every day wiſh- 


ing them to come out : we call it the 


OY IS period 


-'% 
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period of all our misfortunes, — and. 
crown ourſelves with the laurels of vic- 
tory. Fired with the trueſt Britiſh. 
courage, away we ſteered for Belleiſle, 
being well aſſured the marſhal-of France 
meditated the deſtruction of Mr. Duff*s; 
ſquadron, which confined the veſſels, 
intended for the tranſportation. of the 
troops under the duke D'Aguillon, in a 
river contiguous to Quiberon bay. But. 
how we have fruſtrated all their ſchemes 
this day! Diſcovering early in the 
morning this formidable Armada under 
Belleiſie, Sir EDWARD Hawks gave the 
general ſignal, for chaſe ;—when all, 
with equal emulation. ſeem'd to ſtart 
for the lillies of France. At half an, 
hour paſt two in the afternoon, Sir 7obn 

* Bentley in the War-ſpite began the ac- 
tion.— 
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tion, - but —at too great a diſtance, 
when. Mr. Denis in the Dorſelſbire paſt 
on, reſerved his fire tho* continually 
cannonaded by the whole fleet, but was 
ſoon ſeconded by the Reſolution, Mag- 
nanime, Revenge, Torbay, and Defiance: 
the conteſt was warm till half an hour 
paſt four, when the J. brſe ſunk, and 
the Formidable, rear- admiral count de 
Verger, ſtruck his colours. Conflans in 
the Soleil Royal, kept a running fire, 
ſteering directly for the ſhore, —and 
grounded before the Royal George could 
come up with her;—the night coming 
on, Sir Edward Hawke hauld off, when 
the Superbe ſunk cloſe to him, — dark- 
neſs prevented the fleet effecting more, 
| ſo a general ſignal was made to an- 
chor. | | 
£3 The 
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The next morning diſcovered the 
damages done the preceeding evening : 
the Dorſetſhire had 13 killed and 55 
wounded ; the Reſolution diſmaſted on 
ſhore, alſo the Eſſex in endeavouring 
to aſſiſt her;—the crews of both were 
ſaved, excepting 80 men who went on 
ſhore on rafts ;- the Magnanime had 15 
killed and 65 wounded ; the Revenge 
had 8 killed and 30 wounded ;—the 
Torbay 3 killed. — | : 

Mr. Denis, after the action, received 
the particular thanks of Sir Edward 
Hawke, and the compliments of the 
captains of the fleet; — for if a diſtin- 
guiſhed couraged and bravery, merit the 
private and public attention of man- 
kind,—no perſon can have a greater 
right to it than himſelf, | | 
| One 
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One part of marſhal de Conflans” con- 
duct deſerves your attention : when the 
count de Yerger in the Formidable was 
warmly engaged with the flying van of 
Sir Edward Hawke's fleet, — the mar- 
ſhal, according to the manceuvre of 
the French, kept the headmoſt ſhip, — 

and had a diftant cannonading, ſup- 
Ported by ten more, againſt the Royal 
George; but the night coming on and 
blowing hard, he brought the Soleil 
Royai to an anchor. The next morn- 
ing at the dawn of day, when he came 
to conſider his late conduct, he judici- 
oully, to give a gloſs to his defeat, run 
his ſhip on ſhore, and paſſing cloſe to 
the Hero, (that had ſubmitted in the 
action) he fired a ſhot at her,— upon 
which they ſlipped their cable, re- 
Lo 0 boiſted 


n 
hoiſted their colours, and bravely fol- 
lowed their admiral on ſhore, — aban- 
doning their ſhips to be plundered and 
burnt by us. This at Paris will be a 
ſufficient theme for the moſt impudent 
gaſconade, for by a good relation it 
will appear he loſt his own ſhip in the 
action, but before he quitted her,— 
he retook by his bravery, vigilance and 
activity, the vanquiſhed Hero. When 
we conſider the marſhal's puſillanimity 
and behaviour, — there is ſome judg- 
ment in this action. The diviſion com- 
manded by the count de Verger, be- 
haved very gallantly, and equal to the 
good example he gave them. — In the 
beginning of the action he was wound- 
ed, and carried from the deck, — but 
as ſoon as his wounds were dreſſed, he 

Was 


( r32 ) 

was brought up in a chair, where he 
was killed, —and his brother, who ſuc- 
ceeded him in the command, fell ſoon 
after him ;—the ſecond captain alſo be- 
ing killed. the command devolved 


on the firſt lieutenant, who ſtruck the 
colours. The bodies of theſe three 
valiant men, were ſent on ſhore by Sir 
Edward Hawke, and buried by the duke 


D'Aguillon, with all thoſe military ho- 
nours due to their exemplary charac- 
ters. 


1 muſt ccnfeſs, I am a little aſham'd 


for detaining you ſo long in reading a 
mere ſailor's letter, eſpecially when 1 
can only make this apology,— that writ- 
ing after a great victory, gives an in- 
toxication only known to thoſe who 
have fought and conquered, — and 

. 14 amongſt 
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amongſt the number to your friend, 
failor, and humble ſervant, &c. 


P. S. This Paſtſcript anecdote ſhall 

not be tedious. When this mighty 
fleet left Breſt,— all the officers were 
rolling about the decks with the ſea 
ſickneſs, —and when they came to ac- 
tion, were as unfit to fight as dance; 

they might truly ſay, not ſing with the 
duke of Dorſet, 


What reſiſtance can they find, 


«© From men who've left their hearts and 
& legs behind.“ 
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L K 7 1 E ' Zh 
To: G. T. EG. 


Plymouth, December 23, 1759. 
TRE honours we acquired by beat- 
ing the French fleet, compenſated for 
all the fatigues of an eight months 
cruize, and the dangers of the battle: 
— but nothing can ever be equivalent 


to the horrours ſuſtained in our paſſage 


home with the Formidable; the misfor- 
tunes and diſtreſſes which afflicted the 
ſhip and crew, are not to be parallel'd: 
— ſhe was often ſinking from the num- 


ber of ſhot holes received in the en- 


gagement,—diſmaſted by the violence 
of the ſtorm, and for many hours the 
4 p ſport 


. * _ n 1 
— — 8 m— xt; — n { : 
ute CA EE a? > eget AT ho BITRATE . r Nr N 8 vo 2 — gg 2 * os a ; 
: — Ar. . nah "bas 1 — Wr 2 3 * 4 
i — X I. . 1 * 


(134 ) 

port of the winds and waves: — her 
coppers waſhed away, — for want of 
which, her people ſubſiſted four days 
on the boatſwain's tallow, When the 
Dorſetſhire rejoin'd her in this, melan- 
choly ſituation, — ſne had but ten days 
half allowance for 500 men, — and found 
kerſelf under a neceſſity at that time, 
of aſſiſting 1200 ſtarved with hunger 


and fatigue: but in the midſt of 


theſe growing misfortunes, a favourable 
breeze ſprung up, and brought us ſafe 
to this place, - where the firſt letter 
gave me a ſhock beyond all and 


every melancholy woe and hardſhip hi- 


therto experienced, — in the death of 
my uncle Muſgrave. O my friend! 
what have we loſt? — All that was great, 
good, honourable, or virtuous ; all that 
Was 
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was wiſe, generous and noble. A man, 
whoſe integrity of ſoul, whoſe accom- 
pliſned manners, vivacity of diſpoſition, 
temper, judgment and humanity, ren- 
dered him at once the envy and the glory 
of his time. No perſon ever knew him, 
but loved him; nor was his death leſs 
glorious than his life; for every friend [| 
when living was as emulous to pratſe | 
him, as when dead to lament him. The 
world has loſt a great friend, ſociety a 
greater, and individuals the greateſt 
S amongſt which none ſhall be my ri- 
val, but his widow. O George! what [] 
is there that we poſſeſs, but to him we are 
indebted for it? His munificence and 
tenderneſs rais'd us in our earlieſt 11 
years; his paternal cares ever watched 1 
over our education, — and to the know- 
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ledge of the ſcholar, he joined the 


| | knowledge of the world, and the man- 


ners of the moſt accompliſhed gentle- 


man: his cordial admonitions have been 


the happy means of ſteering us through 


this world of vice, without being a diſ- 
grace to our kindred, or a blot to ſo- 
ciety: his friendſhip hath raiſed us to 


the poſts of honour we occupy, — and. 
alas! I fear in his death, we loſe every 
hope of advancement.— There are few 
men living, who can boaſt of having 
ſuch a parent, — and none excel my 
griefs, for the loſs of every thing that 
the God of nature and the world could 
beſtow. I have now nothing remain- 
ing by me, but thoſe ſalutary maxims 
he gave me in his letters, and the lively 
remembrance of a man, whom few 


ö equalled, 
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. equalled, whom none excelled.—The 


laſt admonitions I received from him 
were ſo ſhort, and fo good, that I can- 
not forbear repeating them to you, tho 
you have often had them from his own 
mouth.—*< Love God above all things, 
« your neighbour as yourſelf, and do 
< unto all, as you would be done un- 
4 to.—Be careful of your money, with- 
c out being covetous ;—for remember, 
« friends of any kind are ſcarce, and 
« pecuniary ones moſt ſo ;—for in this 
< venal age, you'll find few ſo ſteady to 
4 you as ten guineas : men love money 
de too well to part with it, but when 
« you ſpend it,—let it be in better 
« company than yourſelf; for of all 
« fatal rocks, avoid low company! Such 
_ were the maxims he recommended and 
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wiſhed us to imbibe. O! I could write 
reams to his memory with my own tears, 
but all my efforts are weak, when I re- 
collect they are to praiſe a man, who 
had the greateſt virtues, with the feweſt 
vices. —Adieu, my dear friend, —and 
let us to the utmoſt of our ability, be 
as ſteady to the orphan, as he has been 
to us: and as we are ſenſible of his 
good deeds and friendſhip, let us be 
equally active and attentive to thoſe 
who may ever require our aſſiſtance.— 
3 Adieu.— 
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